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P6 "aSHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY ,S SET TO EXPIRE _3 MONTH (S) PROM 

" patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) D Responsive to communication® filed on • 

„ • fTiMAi 2tnl53 This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) D Claim(s) H8 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) h18 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

«□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

,2 The M «d on _ «« a D accept or «□ -*~ * * •» — • 

I I) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)G approved dju PH 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office act.cn. 

12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

7a Ad«-*n«. is made o, a ** *»*. *o« under 35 U.S.C. § or («,. 

a)ClAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ certified copies of the priority documents have been rece.ved. 

2 n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3Q^^ 

♦Seethea^S^ 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domesfc pnorrty under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to p 
a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been *c*n* 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic prionty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 

Attachment(s) ^ Summary {pJQ ^ 3) Paper No(s) . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, nwe than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-14 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Wheeler. Wheeler discloses a seat comprising a base (b,E) having a beveled 
groove or notch (C ) and a connector (F). The base is comprises a resilient material layer (d,E) 
as the padding E would inherently spring back upon removal of a rider. The resilient material 
layer comprises a first layer (d) disposed on a rigid frame along with a second layer (E) disposed 
between the first layer and rigid frame. Wheeler shows that the second layer is beveled to a 
greater extent than the frame and the first layer is beveled to a greater extend than the first layer 
(Figures 2 and 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

to A oatent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
ectiofS oTftis title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
^n^e ubiecl matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
ESSS^S^rtto^ said subject matter pertams. Patentability shall not be negaUved by the 

manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4-5 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wheeler in view of Chiarella. Wheeler shows all of the teachings of the claimed invention 
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except the use of a resilient first and second layer, whereby the second layer is denser than the 
first layer. Chiarella shows the conventional use of a multi layer cover sheet for a rigid frame 
(12) wherein the cover sheet comprises a second layer (16) denser than a first layer (14), 
disposed the frame. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the seat of Wheeler, with the resilient first and second layers, as taught 
by Chiarella, in order to produce a controlled graduate support for a rider. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony D Barfield whose telephone number is 703-308-2158. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-2168. 
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